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Nuclear-storage site is believed safe

By DOUGLAS TURNER
¢ News Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Natosal Rescuren Couact
sard Monday o nucicur-storage site in Lewiston that
dates from first atomic bomb project is cuTently safe
Lut urped that myst of the high-level nuclear waste there
he removed scmedey.

*“The high-level 12sidues (3t the Lawiston site) pose o
potentia long-term risk (o the public, given 1he cxisting
environmental concions aud future unpredictability,
the Council said.

The Nationaj Research Council, a privately funded
arm of the Nutionar Acadeny of S¢icnces, said the De-
partment of Energy nceds 1o Jdo a berter job moenitoring
how much materiul s Jeaking into air and ground water.

Polnting 1o the growing use of adjacent land for hous-
my, the Counul slse said it is concerned about the po-
tential for mixing toxic chemicals, stored uearby at a
controversial Chiemial Waste Management fociliry, with
the volatile nuclcar waterials.

The Chemical Waswe Managoment dump is under ted-

sra] ypforcement vriers becavse of ground-watcr con-
tasnination.

The cost of packirg up the high-level nuclear matcrial
and shipping i lo permancant storage in Nevada or
Washington state could cost 28 much as $85 million. ‘I'ne
remaining low-level tasidue should then be rehuried un-
der 2 pyrmanent cap, the Council report said.

The Department of Encrgy, which owns the siie, i
sued 2 statoment suving the fepert would be o stucdied
wurcfully,

“The department 1> curtently performing remedial uc-
tion wn nearly identical residues at the Fernauld (Ohio)
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Environmental Managoement Project,” suid Thomus
Grumbly, the depurtment's -assistant seeretary. “The Fer-
nauld residues are schedufed to be treated and shipped
by 2004."

The Couneil criticized the department for its slipshod
work in monitoring ground-water samples on land just
outside the 190-gere preserve,

“No attompt was made to monitor Gxic, noh-radivac:
e materials such as fead,” the Council said.

Jim Rauch, spokesmun for the West Valley Coalition,
sawid the Council’s report “sounds like a good study, but
the Department of Enewgy s inclined to say It is just a
recommendation. (The department) bas sald it will not
regard it as an action plan.”

Rauch said the depariment needs 1o address how the
storage aite affects housing devclopments in the neigh-
bothuod, which borders the Porter town line, and the
campus of Lewiston-Porter Schools.

Diane I'Armrige, analyst for Nuclear Information Ser-
vices, said the Niagura ffalls Storuge Site ~— ay it is off-
cially known — i3 “a radicactive Jasagna,” containing lay-
ers of radnn, radium, three types of uragium and thori.
wm. [t 1skes 75,000 years for half the atoms in a sample
of thariam to disintegrare, she xaid,

Meanwhile, some Lewiston residents Monday night
said they were happy about the report.

Timothy P. Henderson, president Residents Organized
for Lewiston-Porter's Environment, said *This i the first
tine in my knowledge that the recommendation has
been made for the waste to lcave Lewiston.”

He was among 30 people aticnding 2 meeting with a
reprosentative fromy the Council in Town Hall

Pain Millaadle of The News MNiaguru County Bursau contib-
wied 0 this report,
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